An improved method for the colorimetric assay of lipase activity using an optically clear medium.
Lipase activity can be spectrophometrically measured in an optically clear medium using long chain fatty thioesters of 1-mercapto-2,3-propanediol or 2-mercaptoethanol as substrates. With hexamethylphosphoric triamide solutions of these thiosubstrates, the Michaëlis-Menten constants of lipase from Rhizopus arrhizus were determined. The effects of calcium chloride and of bovine serum albumin on the enzyme activity were established.